THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

her sadistic father it becomes a means of destroying her mother;
while at the same time she appropriates her father's penis in her
imagination by castrating him.

The girl's identification with her father on the basis of his intro-
jected penis1 follows closely, in my experience, upon the primary
sadistic identification she has made with him by means of wetting.
In her earliest masturbation phantasies she has identified herself
alternately with each of her parents. The feminine position which
is associated with the internalization of her father's penis makes her
afraid of her father's 'bad' penis which she has internalized. But
this anxiety leads to a strengthening of the identification with her
fathers for in order to counter this fear she activates the defensive
mechanisms of identification with the anxiety-object.2 Her pos-
session of the penis she has stolen from him arouses a sense of
omnipotence which increases her faith in her destructive magic
through her excreta. In this position her hatred and sadism against
her mother becomes intensified and she has phantasies of destroying
her with the help of her father's penis; while at the same time she
satisfies her feelings of revenge against the father who has frustrated
her and finds in her sense of omnipotence and in her power over
both parents a defence against anxiety. I have found this attitude
especially strongly developed in some patients in whom paranoid
traits predominated;3 but it is also very powerful in women whose
homosexuality is deeply coloured by feelings of a hostile rivalry
with the male sex. It would thus apply to that group of female
homosexuals, described by Ernest Jones, to which I referred earlier.

1 In considering the origins of homosexuality in women, Ernest Jones in his
paper, 'The Early Development of Female Sexuality* (1927), has come to
certain very fundamental conclusions which my own findings fully endorse.
Briefly, they are to the effect that the presence of very strong phantasies of
fellatio in the female, allied to a powerful oral sadism, prepares the way for
a belief that she has taken forcible possession of her father's penis and puts her
into a special relation of identification with him. In her homosexual attitude,
derived in this way, she will show a lack of interest in her own sex and a
strong interest in men. Her endeavour will be to win recognition and respect
from men, and she will have strong feelings of rivalry, hatred and resentment
against them. As regards character-formation, she will exhibit in general
marked oral-sadistic traits; and her identification with her father will be
employed to a great degree in the service of her castration wishes.

2 Gf. Chapter VII.

3 The reader may be referred in general to the case-history of Erna in
Chapter III; but one characteristic point may be cited from it here. At the
age of six Erna suffered from severe insomnia. She had a terror of burglars
and thieves which she could only overcome by lying on her stomach and
banging her head on the pillows. This meant having sadistic coitus with her
mother, in which she played the part of her supposedly sadistic father.

214